THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
again was not levied universally. It could not be. The feeling
against that would have been too strong. What happened, as
one can see by looking at the lists of payers which have come
down to us, was the selection of a number of payers in each
village. Sometimes, especially where there were well-paid
craftsmen to be dealt with, a very fall list would be made; in
other cases there was obviously a compromise, and only a
certain number were chosen to make up the sum demanded.
The tax was supposed to fall upon every one over fourteen, but
over and over again you see a short list of names each of which
has "So-and-so and his wife" written after it—and there is no
mention of young unmarried boys and girls from fourteen
upward. The estimates of population, therefore, made on the
basis of these lists are not sound. The total population may not
have recovered folly since the Black Death, but it cannot have
fallen much short of four million by 1389.*
But though the tax was levied irregularly and spared many
people—or, rather, though only a certain number were made to
pay for and presumably arrange with the rest—discontent was
acute, coupled with the unpopularity of the manorial lords, who
were attempting to enforce the old labour dues, and with the
public annoyance at the disasters abroad. So the mass of the
agricultural population broke into open revolt.
The day fixed for the payment of the tax was Whit Sunday,
June 8, 1381, and the first risings began in Exeter on May 30.
Just afterwards the peasantry of Kent rose. The masses in
London (and in all towns) were full of grievances against the
dues payable to the ecclesiastical corporations and against
privileged foreigners in the ports, over and above the master-
grievance of the tax. The revolt was general from at least as far
north as Lincoln to the Channel: a Kentish force of very great
size—with those who had come to swell it from elsewhere it
was estimated at 100,000—marched on London. The Govern-
ment was taken by surprise, the court took refuge in the Tower—
but John of Gaunt was not with them. The boy-King was taken
down the river to meet the bearers of the rebel petition, but
1 I have elsewhere analysed the list of one typical village. The squire and
his wife pay some £10 to £12 of our money; five substantial farmers from
£8 to £9, and others down to as little as £4 or £5. Smaller farmers pay about
£3 i os.; the craftsmen of the village pay £2 to £3 ; and of the forty-three
male names mentioned, obviously less than the total male adult population,
only five pay the minimum (as labourers) of 6s. to ics.
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